Poem produced by James Pendle (@jamespendlepoet), chair of the judges of the Chiswick Book Festival Children’s Poetry Competition 2026. The poem is made up of excerpts from the winning and commended poems. Words which are not taken from the poems are in italics. 

Reach for the Stars[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Space 2. Amelia Finch-Ryan. Year 3.] 


Sad celebrations of her bright, colourful life, so alive but gone.[footnoteRef:2]   [2:  The space you left behind. Cleopatra Wignarajah. Year 5.] 

She has left no trace.[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  Saving the seven stars. Rio Rapallini. Year 3.] 

At school all day, every day, people in my face
chatting loudly.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  A well-deserved break. Emily Szymala. Year 5.] 


I find a place, a quiet corner, a personal space,[footnoteRef:5] silence is the only sound.[footnoteRef:6] [5:  A universe Inside Me. Zayn Abushahla. Year 6.]  [6:  Earth. Althaea Kwasnicki. Year 5.] 

I sit behind my window and whisper aching thoughts to the endless sky:[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Midnight Replies. Kevinka Mohanathas. Year 7.] 

The graceful starry night spread out before me,[footnoteRef:8] gathers itself upon my skin.[footnoteRef:9] [8:  The Celestial Sea. Haruno Saito. Year 7.]  [9:  A Face where constellations rest. Wei Wei Liu. Year 6.] 


I shoot up,[footnoteRef:10] drift through space,[footnoteRef:11]past the Moon [10:  The Gift of an Alien. Catherine Andrews. Year 4]  [11:  The Outside. ?. Year 4.] 

and the artificial satellites[footnoteRef:12] that gracefully orbit the Earth,[footnoteRef:13] [12:  My Space Poem.  Shreya Patel. Year 5.]  [13:  Cosmic Beauty. Lana Behrens. Year 5.] 

which is one of 8 planets orbiting[footnoteRef:14] the giant star which is the sun[footnoteRef:15]. [14:  The Planets. Harry Hewitt. Year 6.]  [15:  Space. Donya Rahnama. Year 4.] 

Mercury[footnoteRef:16] is black as ash[footnoteRef:17], temperatures so hot. [16:  The Planets. Harry Hewitt. Year 6.]  [17:  Speeding Down The Space Highway. Authur O'Sullivan. Year 3.] 

Venus is Earth-size, but we could not survive there;[footnoteRef:18] [18:  The Planets. Harry Hewitt. Year 6] 

Mars is a red lantern[footnoteRef:19], glowing fierce and bright;[footnoteRef:20] [19:  Beyond the last star. Maryam Kamran. Year 4.]  [20:  The Dancing World, Yara Awad. Year 4.] 

Then there is a belt of rocky hard asteroids,[footnoteRef:21] [21:  A space adventure without me.  Freddie Fallstrom. Year 3.] 

a ring of millions of rocks;[footnoteRef:22] then Jupiter vast and wide  [22:  Speeding down the space highway. Authur O'Sullivan. Year 3.] 

with stormy marbles swirled inside.[footnoteRef:23]  [23:  The Dancing World. Yara Awad. Year 4.] 


Saturn: surface as red as rubies and soft to touch.[footnoteRef:24] [24:  The Universe. Freddie Milner-Smith. Year 3.] 

Uranus and Neptune - pretty chilly.[footnoteRef:25] [25:  The Planets. Harry Hewitt. Year 6.] 

Further out, past Pluto, solar winds grow weak.[footnoteRef:26] [26:  The Void. Nayla Osei. Year 6.] 

Ancient constellations sleeping like giants:[footnoteRef:27] [27:  My Space Poem. Shreya Patel. Year 5.] 

stars so bright,[footnoteRef:28] ultraviolet.[footnoteRef:29] Betelgeuse is so big.[footnoteRef:30] [28:  The gift of an alien. Catherine Andrews. Year 4.]  [29:  Space 2. Amelia Finch-Ryan. Year 3.]  [30:  Exploring the universe. Pedro Pinheiro Matos Year 3.] 

Then, other spiralling galaxies on the edge of curiosity.[footnoteRef:31] [31:  All alone in Space. George Bosher. Year 4.] 

Black holes twist and swirl,[footnoteRef:32] bending space.[footnoteRef:33] [32:  Space. Donya Rahnama. Year 4.]  [33:  Veil of the outer dark. Katie Roshan. Year 6.] 

Comets curve their silver trace, 
nomads[footnoteRef:34] of the peculiar and endless.[footnoteRef:35] [34:  Starbound. Sayed Sayed Zadah. Year 6. ]  [35:  Space to think: a river of stars. Tamara Ghouse. Year 7.] 


The universe is huge, bigger than you think, 
and getting millions of kilometres bigger, faster than you blink.[footnoteRef:36] [36:  Exploring the universe. Pedro Pinheiro Matos. Year 3.] 

Beyond what we know, how far does it go?[footnoteRef:37] [37:  The Wonders of Space. Lisa Barr. Year 7.] 

No one really knows![footnoteRef:38] [38:  Outside Earth. Emma-Elise Brody. Year 4.] 


So when I’m in bed[footnoteRef:39], and thoughts of her pull me down[footnoteRef:40] [39:  A little bit of space. India Goldsmith. Year 6.]  [40:  There is space if you can imagine it. Max Stone. Year 5.] 

and I want to burst into a storm of tears,[footnoteRef:41] [41:  A little bit of space. India Goldsmith. Year 6.] 

I look out of my window for a bit instead[footnoteRef:42] and watch the Cosmic Beauty.[footnoteRef:43]  [42:  Constellations. Zadie Collier. Year 5.]  [43:  Cosmic Beauty. Chloe Pierre. Year 6.] 

All life unfolds: grieving, raging, laughing, loving.[footnoteRef:44] [44:  I am the Moon. Abigail Selvaratnam. Year 7.] 

I think of her in the space between my heartbeats.[footnoteRef:45] [45:  The space you left behind. Cleopatra Wignarajah. Year 5.] 

There is something flickering, the chains are slowly slipping away.[footnoteRef:46] [46:  No Space. Zachary Ditz. Year 7.] 


